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SUMMARY
This week, Scott teaches from Matthew 24:9 to 22, where Jesus describes how the end times will begin. He opens by reminding us that in both life and faith, how you finish matters more than how you start.
In this passage, Jesus warns of tribulation. This is a time of serious pressure and persecution for those who follow Him. The word for tribulation in Greek, thlipsis, means a crushing weight, like olives or grapes being pressed. Jesus uses this word to show how believers will face both present and future pressure. Tribulation has always been part of following Jesus. The church faced it from the beginning and many believers still experience it today around the world.
The sermon also addressed two primary views of the rapture
· Pre-Tribulation Rapture: Believers are taken before the tribulation
· Post-Tribulation Rapture: Believers go through the tribulation and are taken at Christ’s second coming
Scott shared that he leans toward the post-tribulation view. He supports this with Scriptures like 2 Thessalonians 2:1 to 3, which says the Lord’s coming and our gathering to Him will not happen until after a great falling away and the appearance of the Antichrist. He pointed out that while the pre-tribulation view is very common in American Christianity, especially through popular books and media, the early church and Scripture may support a different timeline.
The heart of the message focused on perseverance. Jesus says in Matthew 24:13 that the one who endures to the end will be saved. Scott explained that staying faithful to Jesus is not just important. It is essential. The Bible gives serious warnings that some people will fall away. This does not mean struggling with sin. It means fully walking away from Jesus.He highlighted these passages
· Hebrews 3:12 warns believers not to develop unbelieving hearts that fall away
· Hebrews 6:4 to 6 speaks of people who once followed Jesus but then rejected Him
· 2 Peter 2:20 to 21 says it is worse to turn away after knowing Jesus than to never have known Him at all
Scott made a clear distinction
· Falling short is when we sin or struggle in our faith
· Falling away is when we reject Jesus and no longer follow Him
Scott gives an illustration to explain the difference between falling short and falling away. If someone disobeys a ship captain, there are consequences, but they are still part of the crew. However, if someone leads a mutiny and overthrows the captain, they are no longer part of the mission. In the same way, believers may struggle or sin, but that is not the same as rejecting Jesus. Falling away is when someone turns their back on Him completely.
Scott warned of three common paths that lead to falling away
1. Choosing the world over the Kingdom
Pursuing popularity, prosperity, comfort, or political identity instead of loyalty to Jesus
2. Choosing sin over virtue
Holding on to sins like sexual compromise, greed, or bitterness even when we know they are wrong
3. Choosing our judgment over God’s
Rejecting parts of God’s Word because they do not match our personal opinions or preferences
This shows up in modern deconstruction. Some people tear apart their faith instead of building deeper trust in Christ. In contrast, he offered four proven ways believers can train to persevere
1. Time alone with God
Spend regular time in Scripture and prayer. Not just reading but listening and talking to God
2. Christ-centered friendships
Build relationships that strengthen your faith and encourage you to stay close to Jesus
3. Personal engagement in God's mission
Serve others and live with purpose as part of God’s Kingdom work in the world
4. Consistent church attendance
Worship and teaching help keep your faith strong and your focus on Jesus
Scott closed by sharing about his visit to the Christian catacombs in Rome. Early believers gathered and were buried there during times of persecution. Even though they suffered, they stayed faithful. Their courage and commitment helped lead to the spread of Christianity throughout the Roman Empire.
And that’s the challenge for us. Will we be the generation that stands firm? That finishes the race? That shines like stars in the darkness?
SCRIPTURE REFERENCES
· Matthew 24:9-22 — Beginning of the end times, tribulation, endurance
· Daniel 12:1-3 — Great distress and resurrection, those who shine
· 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 — The rapture
· 2 Thessalonians 2:1-3 — Apostasy comes before the Lord returns
· Hebrews 3:12 — Warning against falling away
· Hebrews 6:4-6 — Impossible to renew again after falling away
· 2 Peter 2:20-21 — Better to not have known than to know and turn away
· Romans 8:38-39 — Nothing can separate us from God’s love
· John 6:39 — Jesus will lose none the Father gives Him
MAIN POINTS
1. How you finish is more important than how you start
2. Tribulation is both a present reality and a future event and it's very real
3. The Great Tribulation will be unlike anything before
4. The rapture is biblical but when it happens is debated
5. Enduring to the end is essential for salvation
6. Falling away is possible and deeply serious
7. Falling short is not the same as falling away
8. Perseverance is fueled by intimacy with God and community
9. Four anchors help us endure: Scripture, friendship, mission, church
10. Early Christians endured and changed the world and we can too
11. We are called to shine like stars in dark times
QUESTIONS
1. "How you finish is more important than how you start." What are some ways you’ve seen God strengthen your faith over time? Where do you feel you're finishing stronger than you started?
2. When you reflect on Jesus’ words in Matthew 24 about tribulation, how does His honesty and clarity inspire confidence or deepen your trust in Him?
3. Have you had moments where your faith held firm under pressure or challenge? What helped you stay anchored in those times?
4. The sermon explored different understandings of the rapture. How does the promise of Jesus’ return give you hope or shape your perspective on the future?
5. How have you experienced God's grace in helping you persevere through difficult seasons? What sustained you in your faith?
6. Which spiritual truths or practices have helped you love God’s Kingdom more than the world around you? How has that shift blessed your life?
7. Looking at the four core spiritual practices—time with God, spiritual friendships, serving in mission, and attending church—which one has already made the biggest difference in your journey with Christ?
8. What are some ways you've already been "training" in your faith? How have those rhythms or habits helped you grow stronger spiritually?
9. In what ways do you see God using you to push back darkness and bring His light into the world around you?
10. What legacy of faith do you hope to leave? How do you hope your life inspires others to follow Jesus with boldness and joy?

